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see our

ADVERTISING CIRCULAR

NEW SALE DATES: WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY...EVERY WEEK!!!Fresh (never frozen) / Bone-In / Family Pack

chicken thighs

QualIty Foods shoppIng Center, CornelIa

Special of 
the Week

INSIDE 
TODAY!

THE BEST OF RABUN COUNTY
Readers’ Choice Awards

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Two 
Lakemont brothers pled 
guilty Monday to charges 
stemming from a 2017 in-
cident where they chased 
a vehicle and caused it to 
wreck, resulting in the 
death of one man and 
serious injuries to two 
others.

The wreck occurred on 
July 14, 2017 on East Wolf 
Creek Road.

Jesse 
Reeves 
Smith 
and 
James 
Cody 
Smith, 
both 
age 23, 
became 
in-
volved 
in a car 
chase 

following an incident 
where five people trav-

eled 
to the 
Smith 
resi-
dence to 
address 
an earli-
er event 
that oc-
curred 
between 
the 
brothers 
and an-

other individual, accord-
ing to George Christian, 

District Attorney for 
the Mountain Judicial 
Circuit.

Christian said the 
evidence indicated the 
Smith brothers were 
chasing the group, with 
Jesse Smith driving and 
James Cody Smith a pas-
senger, repeatedly ram-
ming the other vehicle 
and ultimately causing it 
to overturn.

Wayne Turpin, a 
resident of South Car-
olina, was killed in the 

incident. Kurtis Coates, a 
Rabun County resident, 
and the remaining occu-
pants of the vehicle were 
seriously injured.

James Reeves Smith 
pled guilty to homicide 
by motor vehicle and four 
counts of serious injury 
by motor vehicle.

James Cody Smith pled 
guilty to homicide by 
motor vehicle. He entered 
an Alford plea to the 
charges, meaning he pled 
guilty based upon the 

facts and the likelihood 
of the case resulting in a 
guilty verdict if it pro-
ceeded to trial, Christian 
said.

Superior Court Judge 
Russell W. Smith, no re-
lation to the defendants, 
heard testimony from 
family members of the 
victims about how the 
wreck, death and serious 
injuries impacted and 
continue to impact their 

Brothers sentenced in vehicular homicide case

J.R. SMITH J.C. SMITH

Please see HOMICIDE, A8

Tractor-trailer overturns at Tallulah Falls

By Megan Broome
The Clayton Tribune

TALLULAH FALLS— The 
driver of a 2007 Freightliner 
tractor trailer was charged with 
too fast for conditions and failure 
to maintain lane after the trailer 
overturned on Highway 441 at 
Main St. in Tallulah Falls at 3:49 
p.m. on Monday.

Manuel Volcan, 60, of North 
Miami, Fl. failed to maintain his 
lane while negotiating a curve 
when traveling south in the right 
lane of Ga. 15. 

The Freightliner traveled into 
the left lane and then the turning 
lane of Ga. 15 and overturned on 
its left side. It continued to travel 
south on its left side and the vehi-

cle’s trailer struck a curb on the 
east roadside of Ga. 15. 

The vehicle came to a stop 
facing west on its left side block-
ing the northbound lanes, the 
turning lane, and the left lane of 
Ga. 15 southbound. 

Volcan was taken to Habersh-
am County Medical Center with 
suspected injuries. 

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
A tractor-trailer overturned on Highway 441 in Tallulah Falls Monday.

Driver charged with going too fast for conditions

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—The 
Rabun County Sheriff’s 
Department will benefit 
from the continuation 
of the one percent sales 
tax to the tune of about 
$5 million as projected 
by the upcoming Special 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) referendum 
March 19.

If voters approve the 
next SPLOST, about $4 
million of the proceeds 

will go toward expanding 
the 96-bed county jail, 
with an additional $1 mil-
lion earmarked for a new 
sheriff’s office facility to 
be relocated to a site near 
the jail facility off Bowen 
Creek Road.

Sheriff Chad Nichols 
said both projects are 
needed to meet both state 
and federal requirements 
and the need for efficient 
law enforcement in the 
county.

“As sheriff, I wouldn’t 

approach the county if I 
didn’t see these as ‘needs’ 
versus ‘wants’,” Nich-
ols said last week. “We 
may have a list of wants, 
but until we can get the 
needs taken care of, we’ll 
have to worry about the 
wants later.”

While the jail is rel-
atively new in terms of 
its useful lifespan, more 
space is needed for a 
variety of reasons.

Jail expansion is a critical 
need, sheriff says

Citizens frustrated by 
lack of communication

Please see JAIL, A9

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Commu-
nication between elect-
ed and appointed local 
officials and the citizens 
they serve is the key to 
good government, say 
representatives of the 
Rabun County Coalition 
For Good Government.

And it’s the lack of 
communication that has 
the non-partisan group 
of concerned citizens 
frustrated to the point 

they’re considering ask-
ing voters to give the up-
coming Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
referendum a big thumbs 
down.

 “The cities and the 
county don’t communi-
cate with each other well, 
and they don’t commu-
nicate with the public 
well” said Bill Stueck, a 
Democrat and member of 
the coalition

“As a whole, our group 
is undecided (on a new 

SPLOST),” added Car-
olee Williams, a Rabun 
County Republican. 
“We’re optimistic that 
things can change, but 
we want to see the com-
munication. That, to us, 
is the biggest thing we’re 
upset about. We’re all 
here because we want the 
community to be success-
ful. And (local govern-
ment officials) take it as a 
personal affront to them, 

Please see SPLOST, A9

Clayton council
votes 3-2 to hire
consultant group

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

CLAYTON—The Clayton City Council approved a 
motion to use TSW Group for creating a master plan 
for the City of Clayton Tuesday. 

The group presented a proposal for purposes of 
master planning at about $48,000. 

Council member Elizabeth Chapman said some of 
the council members did not get an opportunity to 
meet with TSW Group and that the policy of the coun-
cil is to get three bids if the amount is over $1,000. 

“I think we should honor our policy of getting 3 bids 
and see if we can negotiate the price of it,” said Chap-
man. She proposed tabling the item until they have 
a chance to meet and consider other bids and price 
negotiations. 

Mayor Jordan Green said that he has given a report 
from TSW to all of the council members and that they 

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

RABUN GAP— The Development Authority of 
Rabun County (DARC) gave updates on the budget, as 
well as activities both pending and completed at their 
meeting recently. 

The financial and marketing reports were also giv-
en at the meeting. 

The DARC total account balance as of Jan. 31 was 
just over $2 million. The balance increased by just 
over $65,000 from Dec.31. This includes a reserve 
account and other expense accounts, including the 

DARC gives budget update
Please see CLAYTON, A2

Please see DARC, A8
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JOIN THE 
2020 CENSUS TEAM

APPLY ONLINE!
2020 census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs provide:

Great pay

Flexible hours

Paid mileage

Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call

1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service:

1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The League of Women Voters of Rabun County and 
The Clayton Tribune will host a public forum on the 
upcoming Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) February 28 at the Rabun County Court-
house at 6:30 p.m.

Representatives from county and municipal gov-
ernments, as well as other interested parties, have 
been invited to discuss the upcoming SPLOST vote on 
March 21.

A SPLOST is special-purpose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for funding capital outlay 
projects. It is an optional one-percent sales tax levied 
by any county for the purpose of funding the building 
of parks, schools, roads, and other public facilities.

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
An additional 60 beds will be added to the Rabun County Jail from SPLOST funds if voters approve a continuation of the one percent sales 
tax next month.

As far as the sher-
iff’s office, Nichols said 
there are moisture and 
plumbing issues as well 
as a lack of space. The 
office has been located 
in the courthouse in 
Clayton for many years, 
but Nichols said the time 
has come to consolidate 
services at a new facility 
that will also be close to 
the jail.

A 2018 report by the 
Georgia Sheriff’s As-
sociation indicates the 
county will eventually 
need 240 beds to meet 
projected inmate needs 
through 2040.

Nichols said the 
SPLOST, if approved, 
would only provide 
funding for about 60 of 
the needed beds, but it’s a 
good start.

“It’s a great facility,” 
Nichols said of the cur-
rent jail facility, which 
was first populated in 
2005. “The commis-
sioners at the time, and 
Sheriff (Don) Page had 
the vision to cast ahead 
to make this jail where 
it would be easy to add 
on to. Here we are 13-14 
years later, and we’re 
looking at having to 
expand. We’re at the 
point we’re running over 
capacity a little bit.”

Nichols said several 
factors have created the 
need for a jail expansion, 
but housing out-of-coun-
ty prisoners is not one of 
them.

“Every inmate we have 
is a Rabun County in-
mate,” he said. “We have 
probably a handful of 
other county’s inmates, 
but what we’ve done is 
switch one of ours for one 
of theirs.”

Nichols said when the 
current jail was first 

built, there was excess 
capacity to house in-
mates from outside the 
county.

“I don’t know what the 
statistics would be, but 
the county at one time 
was making good money 
off that,” he said. “But 
after the first five years, 
other counties started 
building their new jails.”

Nichols said a new 
crime classification 
system implemented a 
couple of years ago, is 
playing a big part in the 
need for expansion.

“Some people told us 
(the current jail) would 
last us 20-30 years,” he 
said. “But several years 
ago, Gov. Deal did the 
criminal justice reform. 
That rescheduled a 
bunch of crimes, where 
what would have went to 
prison before, and been 
out of our county jail, are 
not being sent to prison, 
and are being dealt with 
at the county jail.

He used shoplifting as 
an example.

“Back before flat 
screen televisions got 
affordable, you could 
steal one and get a felony, 
and you would be going 
off to prison. Now you 
can take two or three flat 
screen tv’s and you’ll be 
sentenced to (county) jail. 
A lot of those laws that 
were once considered a 
felony are now misde-
meanors.”

Another factor is the 
increase in the number of 
females being arrested.

“It still shocks me, 
when I used to work at 
the jail (when it was lo-
cated at the courthouse), 
we might have had two or 
four (female) inmates at 
the most,” Nichols said. 
“We have a little over 30 
right now. We only had 
one pod of females for the 
longest time. We’ve ac-
tually had to house some 
of the male inmates out 
and we’ve had to make 

two pods for females. 
That was really where we 
were struggling to meet 
the standards, because 
we had so many, but we 
only had one pod.”

Nichols said his ad-
ministration might also 
be contributing to the 
shortage of bed space at 
the jail.

“A lot of people say the 
sheriff is really hard on 
drugs and that’s why, 
but the last two years 
of the former sheriff, 
(the jail population) was 
knocking on the door of 
the mid-90s. I think that 
trend was already start-
ing. I probably pushed 
it a little harder, but we 
were trending in that 
direction.”

The current jail was 
built so individual 
“pods” could be added to 
it at a later date.

“The existing kitchen, 
our laundry, our booking 
area, they’re saying we 
won’t have to add that 
in the new part. What 
we’re adding can sustain 
itself.”

Nichols said the pro-
posed expansion would 
add four pods with about 
60 beds total and one rec 
room.

“To get (our project-
ed need for beds) about 
halfway, I think is a 
good start,” he added. 
“Ten years from now, 
if they have to add on 
again, it shouldn’t be 
a problem. And if we 
get to a point we’re not 
using a pod, we’re not 
using two pods, we can 
cut the power and water 
off to them by flipping a 
switch.”

As for a new sheriff’s 
office, Nichols said his 
department has been 
housed in the basement 
of the courthouse since 
the late 1960’s, and the 
jail was also housed 
there before it was 
eventually moved to its 
current location.

“A building this age 
has its issues, and of 
course the sheriff’s of-
fice has grown,” Nichols 
said. “We’ve outgrown 
where we are now. We’re 
split up on different lev-
els, and we’re away from 
the jail. As the sheriff, 
I’d like to be closer to the 
jail than what we are. 
We just feel so discon-
nected from the jail with 
them out there and we 
being downtown.”

The current office 
space also has a number 
of structural issues, 
according to Nichols.

“We have leaky ceil-
ing, leaky floors,” he 
said. “We have one room 
with mold issues. Sev-
eral of the investigators 
started getting sick with 
respiratory problems. 
We just need more room. 
And it would be nice to 
all be together on one 
level, the investigators 
and the deputies. With 
all the training we do, 
we really don’t have a 
room that can accommo-
date all of us.”

Nichols said the 
funds generated by the 
SPLOST are needed to 
upgrade both facilities. 
Otherwise, the entire 
cost of the projects could 
potentially be shoul-
dered by Rabun County 
taxpayers alone.

“Both of them could 
be built off this SPLOST 
tax, and keep the burden 
off the taxpayers,” he 
said. “I don’t want my 
taxes going up, either. I 
just encourage everyone, 
for the sake of the sher-
iff’s office, to vote yes 
on SPLOST, and if you 
have any questions or 
concerns, please reach 
out to me. Look at the 
jail study, see the needs 
and how everything was 
calculated, and make an 
informed decision that 
the SPLOST is probably 
the best way to fund 
these needs.” 

JAIL
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that they’re not doing 
their job so we’re on their 
back. No. We just want to 
make sure everything is 
successful. We go to the 
meetings and we can’t 
even hear them. They 
won’t use their micro-
phones and they don’t put 
anything on the board.”

“In theory, we’re in fa-
vor of it,” Stueck said. “In 
fact, none of us have ever 
voted against a SPLOST 
in our lives. But we feel 
the way SPLOST is being 
handled is a symptom of 
a much larger problem, 
which also relates to SDS 
and the water and sewer 
stalemate.”

They say a lack of 
communication about 
the upcoming SPLOST 
projects and how the 
funds generated by the 
continuation of a one-
cent sales tax will be 
used to benefit taxpayers 
is so glaring that voters 
might want to reject the 
proposed SPLOST for 
now as a wake-up call for 
local government.

“If you look at the 
ballot, it’s the most basic, 
generic information 
that tells you nothing,” 
Williams said. “The 
average voter won’t know 
what they’re voting on, 
unless they take it upon 
themselves to look it up. 
It’s a little tough to get 
that information. I think 
they should have either 
published it or in their 
last meeting, put up a vi-
sual saying ‘here’s where 
we’re at, and this is why 
we need the jail and 
this is why we need the 
sheriff’s office’ and break 
it down.”

“It seems to me effec-
tive government is just 
as if you are running a 
business, you have to 
establish priorities,” 
Stueck said. “We want 
to know, why $4 million 
for a jail? Why a million 
dollars for a new sheriff’s 
office, when we have a 
lot of road issues, when 
we have water and sewer 
issues, and other stuff? 
We want to see what their 
logic is in why they chose 
these items and why they 
chose this amount of 
money. For example, my 
inclination is to say yes, 
there probably is a need 
for a jail expansion. But 
why $4 million instead of 
$2 million?”

“Our streets and 
sidewalks are crumbling 
around us,” Williams 
said. “We just need to 
understand their logic, 
their thinking, on what 
the priorities are.”

Stueck said the burden 
is on elected and appoint-
ed officials, not citizens 
groups, to effectively 
communicate about 
SPLOST projects.

“Citizens have busy 
lives,” he said. “They 
have families. They have 

jobs, they have all kinds 
of pressures. Govern-
ment has to make it easy. 
Now the government will 
come back and say, ‘well, 
we had a public meeting 
and it was announced 
in the newspaper. How 
many people attended 
the public meeting?’ 
Okay, fair point. But is 
that all you’re going to 
do? You’ve got to be more 
proactive if you’re going 
to be sensitive to how 
busy citizens are and how 
little time they can really 
afford to spend on these 
issues. You’ve got to be 
proactive in figuring out 
better ways to communi-
cate.”

Williams said come 
communities have im-
plemented an oversight 
committee that includes 
ordinary citizens to 
serve as a watchdog, “a 
SPLOST advisory board, 
or whatever you want to 
call it.”

“A citizens group that 
would be appointed by 
elected officials,” Stueck 
added. “They would mon-
itor the expenditures and 
how the expenditures 
correlate with what they 
said in the SPLOST, and 
communicate that with 
the public. The Alliance 
folks have done a little 
bit of research. There are 
other counties that are 
doing this kind of thing. 
And we think that’s a 
great idea.”

The group feels the 
upcoming Feb. 28 public 
forum on SPLOST at the 
courthouse is a positive 
step in the right direction 
toward better communi-
cation.

Representatives from 
county government and 
each of the municipali-
ties have been invited to 
attend and answer ques-
tions about the proposed 
projects the upcoming 
SPLOST will fund.

“This forum, I think, 
is imperative,” Williams 
said. “Anybody that 
wants any information 
(on SPLOST), this will 
determine, I think, the 
yes or no vote. An in-
formed citizen will see 
that they need the money, 
or they will see that these 
people don’t have their 
act together. How do we 
know they won’t go off 
on a tangent and spend 
money for something it’s 
not appropriated for?”

“You need forums 
like this because people 
don’t have a lot of time,” 
Stueck said. “Nothing 
is perfect, but this is as 
close, I think, to some-
thing you can realisti-
cally expect citizens to 
attend to help them make 
up their minds.”

“We want them to suc-
ceed,” Williams added. 
“We don’t want them to 
fail. We know there is 
money that needs to go 
into specific projects. 
But where are their 
priorities? They need to 
work on their communi-
cation.”

Officials invited to 
take part in SPLOST 
forum Feb. 28

SPLOST
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

On March 19, Rabun 
County voters will go to the 
polls to decide whether or 
not to approve a $20 million 
Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Tax (SPLOST) for a peri-
od of six years to fund public 
projects in both the county 
and each municipality.

Early voting begins Feb. 
25.

According to the inter-
governmental agreement 
between all local govern-
ments, the money will be 
distributed as follows:

County Projects:  $15.5 
million

County Projects
Sheriff’s Building: $1 

million
Administration/Court-

house: $3 million
Jail: $4 million
Water and Sewer: $5 

million
Roads and bridges: $2.5 

million
Clayton Projects
Roads and Streets: $1.5 

million
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $500,000
City Hall Maintenance 

and Repair: $240, 000
Public Safety: $60,000
Total: $2.3 million
Dillard Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$170,000
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $170,000
City Complex Renova-

tions: $100,000

Total: $440,000
Sky Valley Projects
Buildings: $50,000
Equipment: $100,000
Roads and Streets: 

$240,000
Total: $390,000
Mountain City Projects
City Complex Renova-

tions: $310,000
Roads and Bridges: 

$250,000
Public Safety: $90,000
Total: $650,000
Tiger Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$350,000
Parks and Recreation: 

$150,000
Total: $500,000
Tallulah Falls Projects
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $120,000
Roads and Bridges: $50,000
Public Buildings: $50,000
Total: $220,000

Projects to be funded by upcoming SPLOST

Beginning in March, 
UGA Cooperative Exten-
sion will be offering a Mas-
ter Gardener Certification 
Course at the Habersham 
County Extension Office in 
Clarkesville, GA to recruit 
volunteers for our Head-
waters Master Gardener 
group.  The Headwaters 
group features volunteers 
from Habersham, White, 
Rabun, and Stephens 
counties.  This is a 12-week 
program hosted at the 
Habersham County Ex-
tension office on Tuesday 
mornings from 8:30-noon.  

Each week you’ll receive 
instruction from UGA Ex-
tension Specialists, County 
Agents, and Master 
Gardeners on a variety of 
topics. All interns accept-
ed to the program must 
complete a background 
screening to become a 
volunteer with UGA.  

 If you would like to sign 
up, or if you have addition-
al questions, please email 
stevep@uga.edu.  The 
course runs from 3/5 to 
5/28 on Tuesdays from 8:30 
– noon.

Master Gardern class begins in March

http://www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
mailto:stevep@uga.edu
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It’s never too soon to ponder 
what makes a life well lived
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Mardi Gras event will
boost local economy
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OUR LAWMAKERS

Rabun County residents and visitors alike can 
put a little New Orleans into their weekend 
when the Mardi Gras on Main Street event 

kicks offs Saturday with a day of shopping, food and 
prizes.

The event, being sponsored by the Rabun County 
Chamber of Commerce, is an effort to stimulate local 
retail sales during the traditional slow season.

Merchants in Clayton, Dillard, Lakemont and Tiger 
are taking part in the event.

The Chamber Welcome Center will host exhibitors 
and will be handing out Mardi Gras beads and coins. 
They will also be serving beignets and coffee.

To participate, all you need to do is pick up a “pass-
port” at the Welcome Center or from select merchants. 
The passport will list the merchants participating in 
the event. As you spend the day shopping and dining 
in Rabun County, don’t forget to have your passport 
stamped at each participating business you visit.

Some merchants will be holding special sales and 
giving away free cookies and snacks.

Adding to the Mardi Gras atmosphere, people acting 
as barkers will be dressed in costume and walking the 
sidewalks to promote the event.

After an afternoon of shopping and fellowship, the 
focus will be on the Clayton Café.

Beginning at 4 p.m., owner Bonnie Edmonds will be 
serving appetizers and a special King Cake.

That’s where you can submit your passport, which 
will be sorted into one of several categories based on 
the number of merchants you have visited. A drawing 
will be held in each category for prizes.

We salute the Chamber and Welcome Center Man-
ager Linda Scofield for coming up with the unique 
and creative way to help cash registers ring for local 
merchants.

The middle of February is not traditionally strong 
for retail sales, as tourism tends to be at a lower point 
because of the weather.

Events such as this can not only bolster the local 
business community, they can also infuse a sense of 
excitement and fun into the experience for residents 
and visitors alike.

Our merchants are the lifeblood of our community. 
While many depend heavily on tourism dollars, all ben-
efit from the patronage and support of local residents.

So grab your beads and head out and join your friends 
and neighbors for shopping adventure Saturday.

As the say in New Orleans, “laissez les bon temps 
rouler.”

Let the good times roll. 

I had occasion to attend 
a memorial service for 
a dear, long-time friend 

recently. He and his wife were 
good friends to my late hus-
band and me, and their chil-
dren grew up with ours. There 
are many happy memories to 
keep him alive in our hearts. 
The service was held in the 
church we all attended and my 
former Sunday school class 
acted as honorary escorts. 

I’ve been away from that 
community for a long time 
now, but it is amazing how 
much flashes before your eyes 
as you encounter folks you 
knew then; those you served 
on committees with, those 
you worked on PTA projects 
with, those you cheered for the 
neighborhood swim team with, 
those who attended all those 
dance recital along with you. 
Those were the folks who stood 
steadfastly by as my family ex-
perienced the lengthy illness 
and death of my first husband. 
It seemed, as I went back in 
time, like a whole different 
life I was remembering, and in 
some ways it was.

The service was a traditional 
Methodist worship service and 
two ministers officiated. They 
both spoke lovingly of the 
deceased. They knew him well; 
they had a special friendship. 
He served the church, the com-
munity, his friends and family. 
All the kind words they spoke 
I knew to be true. He had done 
quite well in business and was 

more than willing to share his 
good fortune. It was always 
done in anonymity. He wanted 
no recognition. He was hum-
ble. He was a loyal friend and 
the champion of his family 
– they forever occupied first 
place in his life. 

“What will be said of me?” 
played over and over in my 
mind as we drove away from 
the old home town. Will I 
have left a good legacy? Will 
my grandchildren say sweet 
words about me as his grand-
children did about him? Will 
I have made some lasting 
positive impact as I navigate 
this lifetime?

You may remember the 
country music song, “Live 
Like You are Dying.” We all 
are you know - dying that is. 
The lyrics, as I remember, 
advocate making the most of 
every day you have. Do those 
things you want to do; do them 
now. It’s easy to make excuses 
like ”I’ll do that when I retire, 
or when the kids are grown 

and established in their lives, 
or when I have the money….
There are always excuses; they 
are a dime a dozen.

My friend had a passion for 
travel. He loved seeing new 
places, meeting new people 
learning about different 
cultures. His goal was to visit 
every continent, and he did not 
die without reaching that goal. 

What makes for a life well 
lived? I’ve been thinking about 
that. Living in gratitude tops 
my list; being in a state of 
thankfulness for the blessing 
of being alive. Being of service 
to others also has a place of 
importance on that same list. 
Being happy or joyous, and 
loving one another are traits 
I aspire to. Walking gently on 
the earth-doing no harm to 
any creature or to the environ-
ment contributes to a good life 
for me and for the planet. And 
in line with that, I value living 
simply, humbly. 

I could probably add many 
more things to my list, but if 
I can live up to these expec-
tations, I will be satisfied. Do 
you give any thought to how 
you will be remembered? No 
need to dwell on it, but keeping 
the attributes which are im-
portant to you at the forefront 
of your thinking and actions 
will make it likely that when 
you reach the end of this life, 
you will have peace in your 
heart.

Mimi Nash is a columnist for 
The Clayton Tribune.

‘Think About It’ before 
voting on SPLOST

Thanks to The Clayton Tri-
bune  for its focus on the up-
coming vote on a new SPLOST. 
I also like the ad in the current 
issue that says “Think About 
It.” Since the 2013 SPLOST, 
I’ve been thinking a lot about 
them.

SPLOSTs are important. 
They enable capital projects 
which might not be possible in 
their absence. But they require 
voter approval of projects, and 
the county has fallen short 
of giving voters what they 
need to “Think About It.” 
Past “projects” have included 
roads, streets and bridges, 
Senior Center and water and 
sewer, which are really catego-
ries, not projects. Which roads 
or water/sewers? What will be 
done? And why these projects, 
not others? Citizens deserve to 
know these things before they 
vote.

I have been particularly 
interested in what is done 
with roads, streets and bridg-
es. Several years ago, Rabun 
County had the third highest 
percentage of unpaved roads 
in the state, and my sense is 
that hasn’t changed much. 
Unpaved roads are less safe, 
more subject to damage, and 
more difficult for emergency 
vehicles to traverse. 

I was pleased that the Count 
put 25 percent of anticipated 
2013 SPLOST funds in the 
roads and bridges category, 
but disappointed that there 
were no specific projects 
listed. Five years later, I was 
stunned to see the 2018 report 
that not a penny of the $5 
million allocation had been 

spent. And it wasn’t an issue of 
money, as SPLOST tax collec-
tions had been rolling in from 
the start. 

If the county takes the same 
approach in the upcoming 
SPLOST, we will once again 
be asked to send our money to 
the county without knowing 
how or where it will be spent. 
If a friend told you he had an 
important project underway, 
and he asked you if you might 
consider contributing $500 to 
help fund it, you would prob-
ably ask him what the project 
was. If his response was “I 
can’t tell you that,” how might 
you respond?

Think about it!

Mike Walters
LAKE BURTON

Public Forum can help us 
move foward together

There have been some con-
tentious letters to the editor of 
late regarding the upcoming 
SPLOST.  Thanks to this paper 
for hosting the upcoming Feb. 
28th SPLOST Public Forum 
from 6:30-8 p.m.  at the Court-
house. It will provide us with 
an opportunity to hear from 
our elected officials. 

Citizens have the responsi-
bility to step out of our com-
placency and attend public 
meetings and communicate 
with our elected officials in an 
informed and civil manner. 
Citizens who do not attend 
meetings cannot be informed. 
Effective two-way communica-
tion such as this Public Forum 
is a great place for our commu-
nity to move forward together. 

Rebecca Peterson
CLAYTON  

Growing opposition to
SPLOST no surprise

The county and the city of 
Clayton should not be sur-
prised that there is growing 
opposition to passing the up-
coming tax (SPLOST).  I refuse 
to be held hostage by our poli-
ticians who tell us to vote yes 
on this SPLOST or face higher 
property taxes. 

We have endured years 
of dysfunction in our local 
governments consisting of con-
stant bickering, leaders acting 
like enemies and no clear lead-
ership to drive consensus.

I have never voted “No” on a 
SPLOST vote in over 30 years 
of voting. I am not rich, but I 
do not mind kicking in a little 
to make the lives of everyone 
in my community better. But I 
will not vote for an increase in 
any tax until I see the lead-
ership in this county that we 
deserve. I propose politicians 
start with a clean slate and 
USE THE TAXES WE AL-
READY PAY to collaborate on 
fixing our entire water/sewer 
infrastructure, improving 
downtown Clayton and re-
pairing our roads and bridges. 
We elect you to compromise 
and take care of the business 
for our community. You have 
not done this and until you sit 
down together, agree on a com-
promise on this water/sewer 
and write an SDS plan, I will 
not vote YES on any SPLOST. 

Miranda Compton 
LAKEMONT

Mimi
Nash

Columnist
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u
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Giving our governor some fraternal advice

HB 109 good first step to address teacher pension debt

LETTERS
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A4

Dear Gov. Kemp:
I trust you are set-

tled into your new job 
and are busy governing our 
beloved state. My purpose in 
writing is to let you know you 
aren’t in this thing alone. I am 
always available to dip into 
my deep reservoir of political 
knowledge whenever you need 
me. Heck, you don’t even have 
to need me. I’ll dip in, anyway. 
It’s what I do. 

First off, I am happy to see a 
fellow brother of the Nu Zeta 
chapter of Lambda Chi Alpha 
at the University of Georgia oc-
cupy the governor’s chair. The 
last one to do so was Joe Frank 
Harris, who overhauled public 
education funding in Georgia, 
helped establish the World 
Congress Center and was an 
important part of the effort 
to secure the 1996 Centennial 
Olympic Games for our state. A 
good governor and a good man.

Yours was a long and wind-
ing road to the governor’s 
office. You took a lot of heat for 
your commercials during your 
campaign, threatening the 
little dweeb who was thinking 
of dating your daughter as well 
as the round-’em-up pickup 

truck commercial. Anyone 
who knows squat about politics 
knows you had to run hard to 
the right to secure the nomi-
nation. 

Fortunately for you, chief 
rival Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle de-
veloped a case of flap-jaw and 
showed us how sleazy politics 
can be. Speaking into a hid-
den cellphone, he admitted he 
got a bad bill passed that neg-
atively impacted public edu-
cation. He did so to prevent 
your common rival, state Sen. 
Hunter Hill, from receiving a 
$3 million handout from Alice 
the Walmart lady, who seems 
to think that selling televi-
sion sets and blue jeans gives 
her some divine right to tell 

us how to run public schools 
in Georgia. Had he asked, I 
would have told Cagle to keep 
his integrity and let Hunter 
Hill, who has the charisma of 
a tree stump, have the money.  
No amount of dollars would 
make the guy exciting.

What a lot of people failed 
to notice is that after you won 
the Republican primary, you 
moderated your message, 
which is how I am hoping how 
you will govern.

If you don’t, we could be 
looking at a Democratic 
governor in the near future 
and not a George Busbee/
Carl Sanders Democrat but 
someone who will lurch as far 
to the left as some right-wing-
nuts would have you lurch to 
the right. As you know better 
than anyone, that almost hap-
pened this election.

Republicans would do well 
to heed the warning of House 
Speaker David Ralston. 
According to Greg Bluestein, 
of the Atlanta Newspapers, 
Ralston told a gathering of 
Republicans recently that the 
GOP advantage in the Geor-
gia House has shrunk to 15 
seats and noted that Republi-

cans won that same number 
of seats in the last election by 
55 percent or less. Those dis-
tricts, largely in the Atlanta 
suburbs, will be the focus of a 
fired-up bunch of Democrats, 
led by Stacey Abrams, in the 
next elections. Just six years 
ago, Republicans held a 65-
seat majority in the House.

Why the dwindling major-
ity? Too many Republicans 
would rather be ideological-
ly correct than be elected. 
Unless you do something to 
change that mindset, their 
wishes may come true in 
2020. Speaker Ralston said 
it this way, “We must re-
ject those in our midst who 
spend all their time — and 
I’m talking every second of 
their time — finding fault 
with other Republicans. We 
must reject those who would 
tear us apart from within to 
advance their own special 
agendas.” Amen.

I don’t need to remind you 
that whoever has the majori-
ty after the next election will 
control redistricting in 2021 
and that will determine who 
controls state government for 
at least the next decade.

The ball is in your court. 
You will either be remem-
bered as the governor who 
presided over the demise 
of the Republican Party in 
Georgia by catering to un-
compromising wingnuts or 
as a leader who pitched a tent 
big enough for reasonable 
people who eschew wingnuts 
on either side of the political 
spectrum to feel welcomed. 
I believe I know you well 
enough to think you will be 
the latter. At least, I hope so.

I will let you get back to 
governing the state, but don’t 
hesitate to call if you need 
me. If I don’t respond imme-
diately it will be because I 
am minding someone else’s 
business. You think being 
governor is hard? Try being a 
know-it-all columnist. I may 
sometimes be in error, but I’m 
never in doubt.

Fraternally yours,

Dick Yarbrough

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyarbrough.
com; at P.O. Box 725373, Atlan-
ta, Georgia 31139 or on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/

They say a journey of a 
thousand miles begins 
with a single step. The 

implication is that the first 
step won’t be the last.

That’s the right way to think 
about House Bill 109, which 
is intended to address the 
increasingly worrisome debt 
for Georgia’s teacher pension 
system. It’s an initial step 
toward securing the retire-
ment income promised to our 
public-school teachers past 
and present, but it isn’t nearly 
enough to take the system as 
far as it needs to go.

The bill authored by Rep. 
Tommy Benton, a Republican 
from Jefferson and retired 
teacher, would make a few 
changes to the pensions of 
new teachers starting July 1. 
They wouldn’t be eligible for 
a pension until age 60, even if 
they’ve worked the requisite 
30 years; their highest average 
salary would be calculated 
over five years instead of two 
and capped at $200,000; and 
they could be required to con-
tribute up to 10 percent of their 

salary toward their pension 
instead of the current 6 per-
cent cap.

But all these changes don’t 
add up to much of a difference 
for Georgia’s Teachers Retire-
ment System. My friends at the 
Reason Foundation’s Pension 
Integrity Project, who study 
public pensions around the 
country, say TRS’s total ac-
crued liabilities by 2037 would 
fall by less than 2 percent, 
from about $162.5 billion to 
$159.5 billion. Total contribu-
tions for that year would see 
less of a change, an increase of 
about $515 million.

However, even with those 
changes, Reason projects the 
system’s unfunded liabilities 
would be larger in every year 
through 2042 with HB 109 than 
they would be without it. The 
unfunded liabilities would still 
shrink over time, but absent 
any methodological changes 
they could be about $1.3 billion 
higher on average if HB 109 
were to pass.

Why would the effects of HB 
109 be so small? There are a 
few primary reasons.

First, the changes apply only 
to new teachers. The system 
already covers some 400,000 
current and retired teachers 
and University System of Geor-
gia employees, and the bill 
wouldn’t change the way their 
contributions and benefits are 
calculated. So we’re talking 
about a comparatively small 
number of people affected, 
especially in the early years.

Second, the bigger problems 
for TRS are the assumptions 
that undergird the plan, none 
of which would be changed by 
HB 109.

For example, the plan still 
assumes annual investment 
returns of 7.5 percent – which 
are increasingly hard to hit 
on a consistent basis even by 
a well-managed system like 
TRS. The “new normal” for 
returns from the kinds of 
assets in TRS’s portfolio is 
closer to 6-6.5 percent. Fall-
ing short of that means the 
system needs more contri-
butions to pay its obligations 
and remain solvent. Legisla-
tors know that all too well, 
having roughly doubled the 
state’s annual contribution 
to TRS to $2 billion in recent 
years.

Finally, the bill avoids some 
of the biggest, but most con-
troversial, changes. A recent 
state audit identified one of 
them as raising the minimum 
retirement age to 62 – higher 
than the 60 proposed in HB 
109, but still lower than the 67 
required for Social Security. 
(Not all of Georgia’s teachers 
participate in Social Security.)  

Another big one cited in 
the audit is lowering the 

cost-of-living adjustment, or 
COLA, paid to retirees. The 
prevailing COLA is 3 percent 
per year, even though the 
audit found the actual rate of 
inflation has been lower than 
that in 21 of the past 26 years. 
Aligning the COLA with 
inflation would keep retir-
ees from losing purchasing 
power while lowering TRS’s 
expenses by anywhere from 
$17 million to $700 million per 
year depending on the magni-
tude of the change, the audit 
found.

Teachers tend to view any 
changes to TRS as an at-
tempt to rob them of benefits 
they’ve been promised. That’s 
understandable, but not true. 
They should be much more 
worried about what will 
happen to their benefits if 
lawmakers don’t shore up the 
system. HB 109 is an appro-
priate first step, but it can’t be 
the last one. 

Kyle Wingfield is president 
and CEO of the Georgia Public 
Policy Foundation: www.geor-
giapolicy.org.

March 1-2, 2019
COMMERCE CIVIC CENTER 

110 State Street
Historic Downtown

Commerce, GA

MARCH 1
6-9 p.m.

Meet the Artist 
Sip & Shop Reception

$15*

*Includes light reception

www.folk-fi nearts.com
706-335-6417

MARCH 2
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Festival 
$5 

(Children 
under 10 free)

* Artwork provided by Kip Ramey

Reeves
BRIDAL REGISTRY

Brittany Donahue & Burton Law
March 23, 2019

Katie Reece & Jeff Lovell
April 13, 2019

Salem Free & Matthew Addis
May 25, 2019

Register For Your Upcoming Wedding With Us.
Professional guidance for your perfect shower and wedding.

Congratulatory gift with each registration.
Complimentary gift wrapping.

TUXEDOS

You can rent or buy the most up to date Tux 

or Suit to fit your perfect occasion

706-782-4253

Dick
Yarbrough
Columnist
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Kyle
Wingfield
Columnist
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After SDS disaster,
why vote SPLOST?

As a member of the 
Rabun County Coalition 
for Good Government, I 
attended most of the 2018 
Clayton City Council, 
Board of Commissioners 
and Service Delivery 
Strategy (SDS) meetings. 
ALL SIDES displayed 
that they simply could 
not work together and 
hence the SDS brouhaha 
is now in the hands of the 
courts.   It was embar-
rassing, even infuriating, 
to observe these failed 
SDS negotiations.  

Our local govern-
ments FOR YEARS have 
spent our tax dollars on 
legal fees over SDS, the 
water wars and even 
past SPLOST’s because 
elected and appointed 
officials refuse to make 
the compromises neces-
sary to reach agreements 
on their own.  The only 
winners have been the 
lawyers and consultants.  
The losers are all the rest 
of us.  Now we are being 
told we must support 
a six-year $20 million 
SPLOST or our taxes 
will go up.  What’s wrong 
with this picture?  

Samantha Thacker, 
MOUNTAIN CITY

Will we be living in
Dr. Seuss country?

Folks in Washington 
have just come up with 
the New Green Deal, ful-
ly endorsed by five Pres-
idential contenders, nine 
Senators and sixty House 
members. I wonder how 
that deal affects me and 
my fellow Rabunites. 100 
percent renewables and 
phasing out fossil fuels! 
I expect we get lots of 
blankets issued in a snow 
storm without sun for so-
lar panels. First, we must 
stop sending our Georgia 
wood pellets to England 
and use them ourselves 
for making electricity. 
Besides, cargo ships will 
need the pellets, too. May 
be they get wind sails. 

I reckon, I’ll have to 
power my emergency 
generator with solar 
panels. Hope that works. 
High speed rail will be 
exciting. Quickly from 
Persimmon to Satolah, 
from Franklin to Tallu-
lah. That useless Atlanta 
airport might as well 
become a giant rail yard. 
And those large trucks 
on our roads will become 
sooo quiet. Nice!

Finally, the flatulence 
from cows will be gone. 
Clean Air! I am rumi-
nating (oops, politically 
incorrect!) if we should 
still keep some cattle in 
the zoo. However, what 
about flatulence from 
precious bison and mil-
lions of moose and the 
Holy cows in India? No 
beef and no more eating 

whipped cream, which 
is bad for my heart, after 
all. Goat butter is suppos-
edly delicious. We shall 
enjoy green eggs and 
tofu-ham. Plus, we’ll also 
have locally grown fruit 
year round. Yes, bananas 
from Osage Farms. 

Wow, every mobile 
home owner will get a 
new one with 6-inch insu-
lation, since this shelter 
is hard to retrofit. And 
one with a quick-char-
ger for the electrical 
four-wheeler.  

I don’t like working, 
but I don’t need much. 
So, put me in for only a 
Million Dollars when 
they have that money 
printing machine at the 
Courthouse. Besides, my 
cow bell collection will 
be worth a lot, pretty 
soon. 

I look forward to 
Ms. O-Cortez gracing 
our new Billion Dollar 
denomination. She has 
such a lovely smile. 
With all those Washing-
ton sages helping us so 
passionately, the whole 

world will look at us with 
green envy, I am certain. 
We will live happily 
hereafter in the new Dr. 
Seuss County.

Dietrich Hoecht
CLAYTON

Was Trump acting
as foreign agent?

Call 911..I have a 
headache! I close my eyes 
to block out the scene 
scrolling in front of me. I 
listen for the ring. “Hello, 
is this an emergency?” 
“YES, I say, the Martians 
are coming...it’s an inva-
sion, help!” The operator 
suggests two aspirin and 
bury your head in the 
sand.

Why do folks still jump 
on the (sinking) POTUS 
ship? Can’t they just all 
sail off to Never Never 
Land wearing their red 
hats? I wish there WAS 
such a vessel—to quar-
antine this man who 
weilds a pointy finger 
and lies (to whomever is 
still listening about the 

“crisis” in America) that 
diversity is evil. Must we 
all pull on our white skin 
suits, raise our arms to 
45 degrees and pledge al-
legiance to King Trump? 
Isn’t this an obvious 
dictatorial action...even 
with a tide of potential 
proof that our POTUS is 
acting as a foreign agent? 
I wish there WAS a re-
mote island where a ship 
could ferry POTUS plus 
a crew of Rush & Sean 
followers off to where 
they can be safe from the 
real world.  

I am having a night-
mare and I can’t wake 
up! My brain hurts. My 
emotions are raw and 
angry. I write this plea 
to all who watch Trump 
propaganda and wave 
rally signs for building 
the wall. I am asking 
you to give reasonable 
thought towards this 
misuse of our valuable 

resources to simply ful-
fill a campaign promise.

Edmund Burke said: 
“the only thing neces-
sary for the triumph 
of evil is for good men 
to do nothing”. Good-
ness is about character 
and integrity. We must 
rely on ourselves to do 
something. Perhaps this 
involves encouraging 
folks to NOT ingest a sole 
diet of the force fed junk 
from Fox. Try adding 
new ingredients.  Ingest 
news featuring in-depth 
research and witness the 
madness in a different 
way. 

This declared emergen-
cy is like calling 911 with 
a toothache. The phone 
rings. It’s the 911 oper-
ator. She asks if I have 
extra aspirin to spare....
and a sand bag.

Peggy McBride
CLAYTON

We encourage our readers to send us original letters, limited 
to 350 words or less, by:
MAIL: Letter to the Editor, The Clayton Tribune, PO Box 425, 
Clayton, GA 30525
FAX: 706-782-4230
EMAIL: thetribune@theclaytontribune.com
Please include your name, full address and daytime telephone 
number so we can verify your letter and discuss any questions 
about it with you.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.geor-giapolicy.org
http://www.geor-giapolicy.org
http://www.geor-giapolicy.org
http://www.folk-fi
mailto:thetribune@theclaytontribune.com
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JOIN THE 
2020 CENSUS TEAM

APPLY ONLINE!
2020 census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs provide:

Great pay

Flexible hours

Paid mileage

Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call

1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service:

1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The League of Women Voters of Rabun County and 
The Clayton Tribune will host a public forum on the 
upcoming Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) February 28 at the Rabun County Court-
house at 6:30 p.m.

Representatives from county and municipal gov-
ernments, as well as other interested parties, have 
been invited to discuss the upcoming SPLOST vote on 
March 21.

A SPLOST is special-purpose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for funding capital outlay 
projects. It is an optional one-percent sales tax levied 
by any county for the purpose of funding the building 
of parks, schools, roads, and other public facilities.

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
An additional 60 beds will be added to the Rabun County Jail from SPLOST funds if voters approve a continuation of the one percent sales 
tax next month.

As far as the sher-
iff’s office, Nichols said 
there are moisture and 
plumbing issues as well 
as a lack of space. The 
office has been located 
in the courthouse in 
Clayton for many years, 
but Nichols said the time 
has come to consolidate 
services at a new facility 
that will also be close to 
the jail.

A 2018 report by the 
Georgia Sheriff’s As-
sociation indicates the 
county will eventually 
need 240 beds to meet 
projected inmate needs 
through 2040.

Nichols said the 
SPLOST, if approved, 
would only provide 
funding for about 60 of 
the needed beds, but it’s a 
good start.

“It’s a great facility,” 
Nichols said of the cur-
rent jail facility, which 
was first populated in 
2005. “The commis-
sioners at the time, and 
Sheriff (Don) Page had 
the vision to cast ahead 
to make this jail where 
it would be easy to add 
on to. Here we are 13-14 
years later, and we’re 
looking at having to 
expand. We’re at the 
point we’re running over 
capacity a little bit.”

Nichols said several 
factors have created the 
need for a jail expansion, 
but housing out-of-coun-
ty prisoners is not one of 
them.

“Every inmate we have 
is a Rabun County in-
mate,” he said. “We have 
probably a handful of 
other county’s inmates, 
but what we’ve done is 
switch one of ours for one 
of theirs.”

Nichols said when the 
current jail was first 

built, there was excess 
capacity to house in-
mates from outside the 
county.

“I don’t know what the 
statistics would be, but 
the county at one time 
was making good money 
off that,” he said. “But 
after the first five years, 
other counties started 
building their new jails.”

Nichols said a new 
crime classification 
system implemented a 
couple of years ago, is 
playing a big part in the 
need for expansion.

“Some people told us 
(the current jail) would 
last us 20-30 years,” he 
said. “But several years 
ago, Gov. Deal did the 
criminal justice reform. 
That rescheduled a 
bunch of crimes, where 
what would have went to 
prison before, and been 
out of our county jail, are 
not being sent to prison, 
and are being dealt with 
at the county jail.

He used shoplifting as 
an example.

“Back before flat 
screen televisions got 
affordable, you could 
steal one and get a felony, 
and you would be going 
off to prison. Now you 
can take two or three flat 
screen tv’s and you’ll be 
sentenced to (county) jail. 
A lot of those laws that 
were once considered a 
felony are now misde-
meanors.”

Another factor is the 
increase in the number of 
females being arrested.

“It still shocks me, 
when I used to work at 
the jail (when it was lo-
cated at the courthouse), 
we might have had two or 
four (female) inmates at 
the most,” Nichols said. 
“We have a little over 30 
right now. We only had 
one pod of females for the 
longest time. We’ve ac-
tually had to house some 
of the male inmates out 
and we’ve had to make 

two pods for females. 
That was really where we 
were struggling to meet 
the standards, because 
we had so many, but we 
only had one pod.”

Nichols said his ad-
ministration might also 
be contributing to the 
shortage of bed space at 
the jail.

“A lot of people say the 
sheriff is really hard on 
drugs and that’s why, 
but the last two years 
of the former sheriff, 
(the jail population) was 
knocking on the door of 
the mid-90s. I think that 
trend was already start-
ing. I probably pushed 
it a little harder, but we 
were trending in that 
direction.”

The current jail was 
built so individual 
“pods” could be added to 
it at a later date.

“The existing kitchen, 
our laundry, our booking 
area, they’re saying we 
won’t have to add that 
in the new part. What 
we’re adding can sustain 
itself.”

Nichols said the pro-
posed expansion would 
add four pods with about 
60 beds total and one rec 
room.

“To get (our project-
ed need for beds) about 
halfway, I think is a 
good start,” he added. 
“Ten years from now, 
if they have to add on 
again, it shouldn’t be 
a problem. And if we 
get to a point we’re not 
using a pod, we’re not 
using two pods, we can 
cut the power and water 
off to them by flipping a 
switch.”

As for a new sheriff’s 
office, Nichols said his 
department has been 
housed in the basement 
of the courthouse since 
the late 1960’s, and the 
jail was also housed 
there before it was 
eventually moved to its 
current location.

“A building this age 
has its issues, and of 
course the sheriff’s of-
fice has grown,” Nichols 
said. “We’ve outgrown 
where we are now. We’re 
split up on different lev-
els, and we’re away from 
the jail. As the sheriff, 
I’d like to be closer to the 
jail than what we are. 
We just feel so discon-
nected from the jail with 
them out there and we 
being downtown.”

The current office 
space also has a number 
of structural issues, 
according to Nichols.

“We have leaky ceil-
ing, leaky floors,” he 
said. “We have one room 
with mold issues. Sev-
eral of the investigators 
started getting sick with 
respiratory problems. 
We just need more room. 
And it would be nice to 
all be together on one 
level, the investigators 
and the deputies. With 
all the training we do, 
we really don’t have a 
room that can accommo-
date all of us.”

Nichols said the 
funds generated by the 
SPLOST are needed to 
upgrade both facilities. 
Otherwise, the entire 
cost of the projects could 
potentially be shoul-
dered by Rabun County 
taxpayers alone.

“Both of them could 
be built off this SPLOST 
tax, and keep the burden 
off the taxpayers,” he 
said. “I don’t want my 
taxes going up, either. I 
just encourage everyone, 
for the sake of the sher-
iff’s office, to vote yes 
on SPLOST, and if you 
have any questions or 
concerns, please reach 
out to me. Look at the 
jail study, see the needs 
and how everything was 
calculated, and make an 
informed decision that 
the SPLOST is probably 
the best way to fund 
these needs.” 

JAIL
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that they’re not doing 
their job so we’re on their 
back. No. We just want to 
make sure everything is 
successful. We go to the 
meetings and we can’t 
even hear them. They 
won’t use their micro-
phones and they don’t put 
anything on the board.”

“In theory, we’re in fa-
vor of it,” Stueck said. “In 
fact, none of us have ever 
voted against a SPLOST 
in our lives. But we feel 
the way SPLOST is being 
handled is a symptom of 
a much larger problem, 
which also relates to SDS 
and the water and sewer 
stalemate.”

They say a lack of 
communication about 
the upcoming SPLOST 
projects and how the 
funds generated by the 
continuation of a one-
cent sales tax will be 
used to benefit taxpayers 
is so glaring that voters 
might want to reject the 
proposed SPLOST for 
now as a wake-up call for 
local government.

“If you look at the 
ballot, it’s the most basic, 
generic information 
that tells you nothing,” 
Williams said. “The 
average voter won’t know 
what they’re voting on, 
unless they take it upon 
themselves to look it up. 
It’s a little tough to get 
that information. I think 
they should have either 
published it or in their 
last meeting, put up a vi-
sual saying ‘here’s where 
we’re at, and this is why 
we need the jail and 
this is why we need the 
sheriff’s office’ and break 
it down.”

“It seems to me effec-
tive government is just 
as if you are running a 
business, you have to 
establish priorities,” 
Stueck said. “We want 
to know, why $4 million 
for a jail? Why a million 
dollars for a new sheriff’s 
office, when we have a 
lot of road issues, when 
we have water and sewer 
issues, and other stuff? 
We want to see what their 
logic is in why they chose 
these items and why they 
chose this amount of 
money. For example, my 
inclination is to say yes, 
there probably is a need 
for a jail expansion. But 
why $4 million instead of 
$2 million?”

“Our streets and 
sidewalks are crumbling 
around us,” Williams 
said. “We just need to 
understand their logic, 
their thinking, on what 
the priorities are.”

Stueck said the burden 
is on elected and appoint-
ed officials, not citizens 
groups, to effectively 
communicate about 
SPLOST projects.

“Citizens have busy 
lives,” he said. “They 
have families. They have 

jobs, they have all kinds 
of pressures. Govern-
ment has to make it easy. 
Now the government will 
come back and say, ‘well, 
we had a public meeting 
and it was announced 
in the newspaper. How 
many people attended 
the public meeting?’ 
Okay, fair point. But is 
that all you’re going to 
do? You’ve got to be more 
proactive if you’re going 
to be sensitive to how 
busy citizens are and how 
little time they can really 
afford to spend on these 
issues. You’ve got to be 
proactive in figuring out 
better ways to communi-
cate.”

Williams said come 
communities have im-
plemented an oversight 
committee that includes 
ordinary citizens to 
serve as a watchdog, “a 
SPLOST advisory board, 
or whatever you want to 
call it.”

“A citizens group that 
would be appointed by 
elected officials,” Stueck 
added. “They would mon-
itor the expenditures and 
how the expenditures 
correlate with what they 
said in the SPLOST, and 
communicate that with 
the public. The Alliance 
folks have done a little 
bit of research. There are 
other counties that are 
doing this kind of thing. 
And we think that’s a 
great idea.”

The group feels the 
upcoming Feb. 28 public 
forum on SPLOST at the 
courthouse is a positive 
step in the right direction 
toward better communi-
cation.

Representatives from 
county government and 
each of the municipali-
ties have been invited to 
attend and answer ques-
tions about the proposed 
projects the upcoming 
SPLOST will fund.

“This forum, I think, 
is imperative,” Williams 
said. “Anybody that 
wants any information 
(on SPLOST), this will 
determine, I think, the 
yes or no vote. An in-
formed citizen will see 
that they need the money, 
or they will see that these 
people don’t have their 
act together. How do we 
know they won’t go off 
on a tangent and spend 
money for something it’s 
not appropriated for?”

“You need forums 
like this because people 
don’t have a lot of time,” 
Stueck said. “Nothing 
is perfect, but this is as 
close, I think, to some-
thing you can realisti-
cally expect citizens to 
attend to help them make 
up their minds.”

“We want them to suc-
ceed,” Williams added. 
“We don’t want them to 
fail. We know there is 
money that needs to go 
into specific projects. 
But where are their 
priorities? They need to 
work on their communi-
cation.”

Officials invited to 
take part in SPLOST 
forum Feb. 28

SPLOST
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On March 19, Rabun 
County voters will go to the 
polls to decide whether or 
not to approve a $20 million 
Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Tax (SPLOST) for a peri-
od of six years to fund public 
projects in both the county 
and each municipality.

Early voting begins Feb. 
25.

According to the inter-
governmental agreement 
between all local govern-
ments, the money will be 
distributed as follows:

County Projects:  $15.5 
million

County Projects
Sheriff’s Building: $1 

million
Administration/Court-

house: $3 million
Jail: $4 million
Water and Sewer: $5 

million
Roads and bridges: $2.5 

million
Clayton Projects
Roads and Streets: $1.5 

million
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $500,000
City Hall Maintenance 

and Repair: $240, 000
Public Safety: $60,000
Total: $2.3 million
Dillard Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$170,000
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $170,000
City Complex Renova-

tions: $100,000

Total: $440,000
Sky Valley Projects
Buildings: $50,000
Equipment: $100,000
Roads and Streets: 

$240,000
Total: $390,000
Mountain City Projects
City Complex Renova-

tions: $310,000
Roads and Bridges: 

$250,000
Public Safety: $90,000
Total: $650,000
Tiger Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$350,000
Parks and Recreation: 

$150,000
Total: $500,000
Tallulah Falls Projects
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $120,000
Roads and Bridges: $50,000
Public Buildings: $50,000
Total: $220,000

Projects to be funded by upcoming SPLOST

Beginning in March, 
UGA Cooperative Exten-
sion will be offering a Mas-
ter Gardener Certification 
Course at the Habersham 
County Extension Office in 
Clarkesville, GA to recruit 
volunteers for our Head-
waters Master Gardener 
group.  The Headwaters 
group features volunteers 
from Habersham, White, 
Rabun, and Stephens 
counties.  This is a 12-week 
program hosted at the 
Habersham County Ex-
tension office on Tuesday 
mornings from 8:30-noon.  

Each week you’ll receive 
instruction from UGA Ex-
tension Specialists, County 
Agents, and Master 
Gardeners on a variety of 
topics. All interns accept-
ed to the program must 
complete a background 
screening to become a 
volunteer with UGA.  

 If you would like to sign 
up, or if you have addition-
al questions, please email 
stevep@uga.edu.  The 
course runs from 3/5 to 
5/28 on Tuesdays from 8:30 
– noon.

Master Gardern class begins in March

http://www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
mailto:stevep@uga.edu
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Featured Rabun Real EstateFeatured Rabun Real EstateFeatured Rabun Real Estate
68 NORTH MAIN STREET  

southern properties real estate

kathylee0007@gmail.com

Maple Springs
A Tiny Home Community

View & Creek Lots for Sale

706-490-0007 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

BROKER

Kathy Lee

68 NORTH MAIN STREET 
P.O. Box 7 • Clayton, GA 30525

SandyKingSellsHomes@gmail.com
www.SandyKingSellsHomes.com

JUST LISTED
MLS# 8524692 / $90,000

Small bungalow with TONS 
of potential!

I do OPEN HOUSES!  Call/email 
me for Spring Showing Schedule!

SANDY KING

678-316-5066 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

Licensed in GA / NC

askforsharonramey@gmail.com
www.askforsharonramey.com

539 Warwoman Rd.
Clayton, GA 30525

MLS#8518819  / $149,000
Charming 2BR/2BA Mountain 

cottage with all the conveniences 
of Clayton minutes away. Beauti-
fully renovated with gas log fire-
place, stainless steel appliances.

SHARON 
STOVER-RAMEY
706-982-5468 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

Licensed in GA / NC / SC

askforsharonramey@gmail.com
www.askforsharonramey.com

232 Coleman Heights Ln, 
Rabun Gap 30568

MLS#8395239  / $225,000
Large Move-in ready 4BR/3BA 
home on 2.1 acres in the Wolf-

fork area. Fireplaces. Additional 
space for you to park an RV. 
Seasonal mountain views.

SHARON 
STOVER-RAMEY
706-982-5468 (C)
706-782-9997 (O)

Licensed in GA / NC / SC
REDUCED

brokers! agents! see your ad on this page next week for 4 weeks! call 

Will our leaders use a new Special 
Options Sales Tax (SPLOST) wisely?

They have failed to:
agree on a new Service Delivery Strategy (SDS)

resolve water & sewer system issues
provide plans for use of a new SPLOST

SHOULD WE APPROVE A NEW SPLOST IN
THE MARCH 19 REFERENDUM?

ATTEND THE FORUM
FEB. 28 AT 6:30 PM AT THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

TO GET INFORMATION TO MAKE UP YOUR 
MIND BEFORE VOTING

Think About it!

Learn more. Visit rcc4gg.com
email: rabungoodgov@gmail.com
rabuncountyalliance@gmail.com

Paid for by Rabun County Republicans, Democrats, and Rabun County Alliance

Rabun’s forests. Some of 
these companies includ-
ed one that cut yellow 
poplar exclusively for the 
Singer Sewing Machine 
Company.

Other large timber 
companies with Rabun 
operations have includ-
ed Gennett, Blue Ridge 
Lumber and Morse 
Brothers.

After the Forest Ser-
vice was established, it 
governed timber cutting 
activities on govern-
ment-owned land and 
managed the forests for 
long term sustainability.

Many of the roads and 
trails built or improved 
by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps are managed 
and maintained by the 
USFS today.

State-run wildlife man-
agement areas on USFS 
tracts allow for hunting 
of deer, turkey, wild boar, 
bear and small game.

The Forest Service 
manages the Ellicott Rock 
Wilderness area and the 
Chattooga Wild and Scenic 
River that forms the Geor-
gia/South Carolina border.

Rabun would be a much 
different place today if the 
Forest Service had not 
been formed and pur-
chased so much acreage 

in the early part of the 
twentieth century.

Deliverance
Many native Rabun 

Countians will cringe 
at the inclusion of this 
famous award-winning 
movie on the list of coun-
ty-altering events because 
of the perceived hillbilly 
caricature presentation of 
local residents.

The truth is, however, 
the movie’s production 
here in 1970 opened up 
two new money-making 
avenues of making a 
living – the creation of the 
whitewater rafting indus-
try and the draw of Rabun 
County as a movie-making 
destination.

When the movie was 
released in 1971, the scenes 
of Burt Reynolds and Jon 
Voight careening through 
whitewater cataracts on 
the Chattooga River and 
in Tallulah Gorge inspired 
everyday people to do the 
same.

In the early days, when 
there were little or no 
mandatory guidelines to 
rafting the river, it was 
a deadly proposition and 
more than 20 people lost 
their lives. After Forest

Service regulation and 
creation of the rafting 
companies, running the 
Chattooga has become 
much safer and a thrill to 
thousands each year.

Deliverance opened 
Rabun County to the mov-
ie-making industry. The 

Great Locomotive Chase 
had been filmed here in 
the 1950s, but after Deliv-
erance, it became common 
place to see a movie crew 
in the county.

Such productions as 
Grizzly, Decoration Day, 
The Apple Dumpling Gang, 
The Long Riders, Trouble 
With the Curve, The Hunt 
for the Unabomber, Kill-
ing Season and Jennifer 
Aniston’s Wanderlust are 
among the productions 
that have filmed scenes 
here.

Movie-making has 
literally added millions of 
dollars to the Rabun econ-
omy over the years.

Honorable mentions 
that have done their part 
in shaping modern-day 
Rabun:

• Foxfire
• The Hambidge Center
• Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 

School
• Farming
• Summer Camps
• The Clayton Connector 

(now part of Highway 76 
that connects downtown to

Highway 441)
• Kingwood and Sky 

Valley developments
• Medical developments 

and practitioners
• Gold mining
• Athletics (from major 

league baseball player 
Claude Derrick in the 
early 1900s to the suc-
cess of the Rabun Coun-
ty Wildcats in present 
day)

HISTORY
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A8

If the thought of 
classical music puts 
you to sleep, then think 
again. The Toccoa 
Symphony Orchestra’s 
Winter Concert will 
feature Classical Music 
that is fun. Conductor 
Wm. David Stufft has 
planned a program that 
shatters the stereotype 
of classical music by 
performing composi-
tions that are enter-
taining and amusing by 
virtue of their unique 
nuances. 

The concert will take 
place on Sunday, March 
3rd beginning at 4:00 
pm at the Georgia Bap-
tist Conference Center 
in Toccoa. Doors open 

at 3:30 pm.
The concert kicks off 

with Danse Macabre 
by composer Camille 
Saint-Saens. In this 
piece, Concertmaster 
and solo violinist, Kelly 
Lehman detunes one of 
the strings of her violin 
to play a half – step 
lower than normal. This 
composition, which is 
often associated with 
Halloween or All Saints 
Day, is technically de-
manding and curiously 
haunting. 

Listeners will auto-
matically recognize 
Maurice Ravel’s Bolero. 
This composition, one of 
the most famous clas-
sical music pieces ever 

written, is often heard 
in movies, advertise-
ments and TV shows. 
Ravel cleverly used the 
same theme, which is 
two simple melodies, 
over and over yet adds 
and subtracts almost 
every instrument in the 
Orchestra to constantly 
build the volume of the 
piece with an unexpect-
ed jolt towards the end. 

Children and Students 
are admitted FREE 
to the Concert. Adult 
advance tickets are $7 or 
$10 at the door.  Advance 
tickets are available at 
the Toccoa – Stephens 
County Welcome Cen-
ter or online at toccoas-
ymphony. org 

Toccoa Symphony to perform March 3

mailto:rabungoodgov@gmail.com
mailto:rabuncountyalliance@gmail.com
mailto:kathylee0007@gmail.com
mailto:SandyKingSellsHomes@gmail.com
http://www.SandyKingSellsHomes.com
mailto:askforsharonramey@gmail.com
http://www.askforsharonramey.com
mailto:askforsharonramey@gmail.com
http://www.askforsharonramey.com
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JOIN THE 
2020 CENSUS TEAM

APPLY ONLINE!
2020 census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs provide:

Great pay

Flexible hours

Paid mileage

Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call

1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service:

1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The League of Women Voters of Rabun County and 
The Clayton Tribune will host a public forum on the 
upcoming Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) February 28 at the Rabun County Court-
house at 6:30 p.m.

Representatives from county and municipal gov-
ernments, as well as other interested parties, have 
been invited to discuss the upcoming SPLOST vote on 
March 21.

A SPLOST is special-purpose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for funding capital outlay 
projects. It is an optional one-percent sales tax levied 
by any county for the purpose of funding the building 
of parks, schools, roads, and other public facilities.

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
An additional 60 beds will be added to the Rabun County Jail from SPLOST funds if voters approve a continuation of the one percent sales 
tax next month.

As far as the sher-
iff’s office, Nichols said 
there are moisture and 
plumbing issues as well 
as a lack of space. The 
office has been located 
in the courthouse in 
Clayton for many years, 
but Nichols said the time 
has come to consolidate 
services at a new facility 
that will also be close to 
the jail.

A 2018 report by the 
Georgia Sheriff’s As-
sociation indicates the 
county will eventually 
need 240 beds to meet 
projected inmate needs 
through 2040.

Nichols said the 
SPLOST, if approved, 
would only provide 
funding for about 60 of 
the needed beds, but it’s a 
good start.

“It’s a great facility,” 
Nichols said of the cur-
rent jail facility, which 
was first populated in 
2005. “The commis-
sioners at the time, and 
Sheriff (Don) Page had 
the vision to cast ahead 
to make this jail where 
it would be easy to add 
on to. Here we are 13-14 
years later, and we’re 
looking at having to 
expand. We’re at the 
point we’re running over 
capacity a little bit.”

Nichols said several 
factors have created the 
need for a jail expansion, 
but housing out-of-coun-
ty prisoners is not one of 
them.

“Every inmate we have 
is a Rabun County in-
mate,” he said. “We have 
probably a handful of 
other county’s inmates, 
but what we’ve done is 
switch one of ours for one 
of theirs.”

Nichols said when the 
current jail was first 

built, there was excess 
capacity to house in-
mates from outside the 
county.

“I don’t know what the 
statistics would be, but 
the county at one time 
was making good money 
off that,” he said. “But 
after the first five years, 
other counties started 
building their new jails.”

Nichols said a new 
crime classification 
system implemented a 
couple of years ago, is 
playing a big part in the 
need for expansion.

“Some people told us 
(the current jail) would 
last us 20-30 years,” he 
said. “But several years 
ago, Gov. Deal did the 
criminal justice reform. 
That rescheduled a 
bunch of crimes, where 
what would have went to 
prison before, and been 
out of our county jail, are 
not being sent to prison, 
and are being dealt with 
at the county jail.

He used shoplifting as 
an example.

“Back before flat 
screen televisions got 
affordable, you could 
steal one and get a felony, 
and you would be going 
off to prison. Now you 
can take two or three flat 
screen tv’s and you’ll be 
sentenced to (county) jail. 
A lot of those laws that 
were once considered a 
felony are now misde-
meanors.”

Another factor is the 
increase in the number of 
females being arrested.

“It still shocks me, 
when I used to work at 
the jail (when it was lo-
cated at the courthouse), 
we might have had two or 
four (female) inmates at 
the most,” Nichols said. 
“We have a little over 30 
right now. We only had 
one pod of females for the 
longest time. We’ve ac-
tually had to house some 
of the male inmates out 
and we’ve had to make 

two pods for females. 
That was really where we 
were struggling to meet 
the standards, because 
we had so many, but we 
only had one pod.”

Nichols said his ad-
ministration might also 
be contributing to the 
shortage of bed space at 
the jail.

“A lot of people say the 
sheriff is really hard on 
drugs and that’s why, 
but the last two years 
of the former sheriff, 
(the jail population) was 
knocking on the door of 
the mid-90s. I think that 
trend was already start-
ing. I probably pushed 
it a little harder, but we 
were trending in that 
direction.”

The current jail was 
built so individual 
“pods” could be added to 
it at a later date.

“The existing kitchen, 
our laundry, our booking 
area, they’re saying we 
won’t have to add that 
in the new part. What 
we’re adding can sustain 
itself.”

Nichols said the pro-
posed expansion would 
add four pods with about 
60 beds total and one rec 
room.

“To get (our project-
ed need for beds) about 
halfway, I think is a 
good start,” he added. 
“Ten years from now, 
if they have to add on 
again, it shouldn’t be 
a problem. And if we 
get to a point we’re not 
using a pod, we’re not 
using two pods, we can 
cut the power and water 
off to them by flipping a 
switch.”

As for a new sheriff’s 
office, Nichols said his 
department has been 
housed in the basement 
of the courthouse since 
the late 1960’s, and the 
jail was also housed 
there before it was 
eventually moved to its 
current location.

“A building this age 
has its issues, and of 
course the sheriff’s of-
fice has grown,” Nichols 
said. “We’ve outgrown 
where we are now. We’re 
split up on different lev-
els, and we’re away from 
the jail. As the sheriff, 
I’d like to be closer to the 
jail than what we are. 
We just feel so discon-
nected from the jail with 
them out there and we 
being downtown.”

The current office 
space also has a number 
of structural issues, 
according to Nichols.

“We have leaky ceil-
ing, leaky floors,” he 
said. “We have one room 
with mold issues. Sev-
eral of the investigators 
started getting sick with 
respiratory problems. 
We just need more room. 
And it would be nice to 
all be together on one 
level, the investigators 
and the deputies. With 
all the training we do, 
we really don’t have a 
room that can accommo-
date all of us.”

Nichols said the 
funds generated by the 
SPLOST are needed to 
upgrade both facilities. 
Otherwise, the entire 
cost of the projects could 
potentially be shoul-
dered by Rabun County 
taxpayers alone.

“Both of them could 
be built off this SPLOST 
tax, and keep the burden 
off the taxpayers,” he 
said. “I don’t want my 
taxes going up, either. I 
just encourage everyone, 
for the sake of the sher-
iff’s office, to vote yes 
on SPLOST, and if you 
have any questions or 
concerns, please reach 
out to me. Look at the 
jail study, see the needs 
and how everything was 
calculated, and make an 
informed decision that 
the SPLOST is probably 
the best way to fund 
these needs.” 

JAIL
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

that they’re not doing 
their job so we’re on their 
back. No. We just want to 
make sure everything is 
successful. We go to the 
meetings and we can’t 
even hear them. They 
won’t use their micro-
phones and they don’t put 
anything on the board.”

“In theory, we’re in fa-
vor of it,” Stueck said. “In 
fact, none of us have ever 
voted against a SPLOST 
in our lives. But we feel 
the way SPLOST is being 
handled is a symptom of 
a much larger problem, 
which also relates to SDS 
and the water and sewer 
stalemate.”

They say a lack of 
communication about 
the upcoming SPLOST 
projects and how the 
funds generated by the 
continuation of a one-
cent sales tax will be 
used to benefit taxpayers 
is so glaring that voters 
might want to reject the 
proposed SPLOST for 
now as a wake-up call for 
local government.

“If you look at the 
ballot, it’s the most basic, 
generic information 
that tells you nothing,” 
Williams said. “The 
average voter won’t know 
what they’re voting on, 
unless they take it upon 
themselves to look it up. 
It’s a little tough to get 
that information. I think 
they should have either 
published it or in their 
last meeting, put up a vi-
sual saying ‘here’s where 
we’re at, and this is why 
we need the jail and 
this is why we need the 
sheriff’s office’ and break 
it down.”

“It seems to me effec-
tive government is just 
as if you are running a 
business, you have to 
establish priorities,” 
Stueck said. “We want 
to know, why $4 million 
for a jail? Why a million 
dollars for a new sheriff’s 
office, when we have a 
lot of road issues, when 
we have water and sewer 
issues, and other stuff? 
We want to see what their 
logic is in why they chose 
these items and why they 
chose this amount of 
money. For example, my 
inclination is to say yes, 
there probably is a need 
for a jail expansion. But 
why $4 million instead of 
$2 million?”

“Our streets and 
sidewalks are crumbling 
around us,” Williams 
said. “We just need to 
understand their logic, 
their thinking, on what 
the priorities are.”

Stueck said the burden 
is on elected and appoint-
ed officials, not citizens 
groups, to effectively 
communicate about 
SPLOST projects.

“Citizens have busy 
lives,” he said. “They 
have families. They have 

jobs, they have all kinds 
of pressures. Govern-
ment has to make it easy. 
Now the government will 
come back and say, ‘well, 
we had a public meeting 
and it was announced 
in the newspaper. How 
many people attended 
the public meeting?’ 
Okay, fair point. But is 
that all you’re going to 
do? You’ve got to be more 
proactive if you’re going 
to be sensitive to how 
busy citizens are and how 
little time they can really 
afford to spend on these 
issues. You’ve got to be 
proactive in figuring out 
better ways to communi-
cate.”

Williams said come 
communities have im-
plemented an oversight 
committee that includes 
ordinary citizens to 
serve as a watchdog, “a 
SPLOST advisory board, 
or whatever you want to 
call it.”

“A citizens group that 
would be appointed by 
elected officials,” Stueck 
added. “They would mon-
itor the expenditures and 
how the expenditures 
correlate with what they 
said in the SPLOST, and 
communicate that with 
the public. The Alliance 
folks have done a little 
bit of research. There are 
other counties that are 
doing this kind of thing. 
And we think that’s a 
great idea.”

The group feels the 
upcoming Feb. 28 public 
forum on SPLOST at the 
courthouse is a positive 
step in the right direction 
toward better communi-
cation.

Representatives from 
county government and 
each of the municipali-
ties have been invited to 
attend and answer ques-
tions about the proposed 
projects the upcoming 
SPLOST will fund.

“This forum, I think, 
is imperative,” Williams 
said. “Anybody that 
wants any information 
(on SPLOST), this will 
determine, I think, the 
yes or no vote. An in-
formed citizen will see 
that they need the money, 
or they will see that these 
people don’t have their 
act together. How do we 
know they won’t go off 
on a tangent and spend 
money for something it’s 
not appropriated for?”

“You need forums 
like this because people 
don’t have a lot of time,” 
Stueck said. “Nothing 
is perfect, but this is as 
close, I think, to some-
thing you can realisti-
cally expect citizens to 
attend to help them make 
up their minds.”

“We want them to suc-
ceed,” Williams added. 
“We don’t want them to 
fail. We know there is 
money that needs to go 
into specific projects. 
But where are their 
priorities? They need to 
work on their communi-
cation.”

Officials invited to 
take part in SPLOST 
forum Feb. 28

SPLOST
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On March 19, Rabun 
County voters will go to the 
polls to decide whether or 
not to approve a $20 million 
Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Tax (SPLOST) for a peri-
od of six years to fund public 
projects in both the county 
and each municipality.

Early voting begins Feb. 
25.

According to the inter-
governmental agreement 
between all local govern-
ments, the money will be 
distributed as follows:

County Projects:  $15.5 
million

County Projects
Sheriff’s Building: $1 

million
Administration/Court-

house: $3 million
Jail: $4 million
Water and Sewer: $5 

million
Roads and bridges: $2.5 

million
Clayton Projects
Roads and Streets: $1.5 

million
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $500,000
City Hall Maintenance 

and Repair: $240, 000
Public Safety: $60,000
Total: $2.3 million
Dillard Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$170,000
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $170,000
City Complex Renova-

tions: $100,000

Total: $440,000
Sky Valley Projects
Buildings: $50,000
Equipment: $100,000
Roads and Streets: 

$240,000
Total: $390,000
Mountain City Projects
City Complex Renova-

tions: $310,000
Roads and Bridges: 

$250,000
Public Safety: $90,000
Total: $650,000
Tiger Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$350,000
Parks and Recreation: 

$150,000
Total: $500,000
Tallulah Falls Projects
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $120,000
Roads and Bridges: $50,000
Public Buildings: $50,000
Total: $220,000

Projects to be funded by upcoming SPLOST

Beginning in March, 
UGA Cooperative Exten-
sion will be offering a Mas-
ter Gardener Certification 
Course at the Habersham 
County Extension Office in 
Clarkesville, GA to recruit 
volunteers for our Head-
waters Master Gardener 
group.  The Headwaters 
group features volunteers 
from Habersham, White, 
Rabun, and Stephens 
counties.  This is a 12-week 
program hosted at the 
Habersham County Ex-
tension office on Tuesday 
mornings from 8:30-noon.  

Each week you’ll receive 
instruction from UGA Ex-
tension Specialists, County 
Agents, and Master 
Gardeners on a variety of 
topics. All interns accept-
ed to the program must 
complete a background 
screening to become a 
volunteer with UGA.  

 If you would like to sign 
up, or if you have addition-
al questions, please email 
stevep@uga.edu.  The 
course runs from 3/5 to 
5/28 on Tuesdays from 8:30 
– noon.

Master Gardern class begins in March

http://www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
mailto:stevep@uga.edu
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In today’s edition

For the BEST PRICES in town, 
see our

ADVERTISING CIRCULAR

NEW SALE DATES: WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY...EVERY WEEK!!!Fresh (never frozen) / Bone-In / Family Pack

chicken thighs

QualIty Foods shoppIng Center, CornelIa

Special of 
the Week

INSIDE 
TODAY!

THE BEST OF RABUN COUNTY
Readers’ Choice Awards

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Two 
Lakemont brothers pled 
guilty Monday to charges 
stemming from a 2017 in-
cident where they chased 
a vehicle and caused it to 
wreck, resulting in the 
death of one man and 
serious injuries to two 
others.

The wreck occurred on 
July 14, 2017 on East Wolf 
Creek Road.

Jesse 
Reeves 
Smith 
and 
James 
Cody 
Smith, 
both 
age 23, 
became 
in-
volved 
in a car 
chase 

following an incident 
where five people trav-

eled 
to the 
Smith 
resi-
dence to 
address 
an earli-
er event 
that oc-
curred 
between 
the 
brothers 
and an-

other individual, accord-
ing to George Christian, 

District Attorney for 
the Mountain Judicial 
Circuit.

Christian said the 
evidence indicated the 
Smith brothers were 
chasing the group, with 
Jesse Smith driving and 
James Cody Smith a pas-
senger, repeatedly ram-
ming the other vehicle 
and ultimately causing it 
to overturn.

Wayne Turpin, a 
resident of South Car-
olina, was killed in the 

incident. Kurtis Coates, a 
Rabun County resident, 
and the remaining occu-
pants of the vehicle were 
seriously injured.

James Reeves Smith 
pled guilty to homicide 
by motor vehicle and four 
counts of serious injury 
by motor vehicle.

James Cody Smith pled 
guilty to homicide by 
motor vehicle. He entered 
an Alford plea to the 
charges, meaning he pled 
guilty based upon the 

facts and the likelihood 
of the case resulting in a 
guilty verdict if it pro-
ceeded to trial, Christian 
said.

Superior Court Judge 
Russell W. Smith, no re-
lation to the defendants, 
heard testimony from 
family members of the 
victims about how the 
wreck, death and serious 
injuries impacted and 
continue to impact their 

Brothers sentenced in vehicular homicide case

J.R. SMITH J.C. SMITH

Please see HOMICIDE, A8

Tractor-trailer overturns at Tallulah Falls

By Megan Broome
The Clayton Tribune

TALLULAH FALLS— The 
driver of a 2007 Freightliner 
tractor trailer was charged with 
too fast for conditions and failure 
to maintain lane after the trailer 
overturned on Highway 441 at 
Main St. in Tallulah Falls at 3:49 
p.m. on Monday.

Manuel Volcan, 60, of North 
Miami, Fl. failed to maintain his 
lane while negotiating a curve 
when traveling south in the right 
lane of Ga. 15. 

The Freightliner traveled into 
the left lane and then the turning 
lane of Ga. 15 and overturned on 
its left side. It continued to travel 
south on its left side and the vehi-

cle’s trailer struck a curb on the 
east roadside of Ga. 15. 

The vehicle came to a stop 
facing west on its left side block-
ing the northbound lanes, the 
turning lane, and the left lane of 
Ga. 15 southbound. 

Volcan was taken to Habersh-
am County Medical Center with 
suspected injuries. 

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
A tractor-trailer overturned on Highway 441 in Tallulah Falls Monday.

Driver charged with going too fast for conditions

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—The 
Rabun County Sheriff’s 
Department will benefit 
from the continuation 
of the one percent sales 
tax to the tune of about 
$5 million as projected 
by the upcoming Special 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) referendum 
March 19.

If voters approve the 
next SPLOST, about $4 
million of the proceeds 

will go toward expanding 
the 96-bed county jail, 
with an additional $1 mil-
lion earmarked for a new 
sheriff’s office facility to 
be relocated to a site near 
the jail facility off Bowen 
Creek Road.

Sheriff Chad Nichols 
said both projects are 
needed to meet both state 
and federal requirements 
and the need for efficient 
law enforcement in the 
county.

“As sheriff, I wouldn’t 

approach the county if I 
didn’t see these as ‘needs’ 
versus ‘wants’,” Nich-
ols said last week. “We 
may have a list of wants, 
but until we can get the 
needs taken care of, we’ll 
have to worry about the 
wants later.”

While the jail is rel-
atively new in terms of 
its useful lifespan, more 
space is needed for a 
variety of reasons.

Jail expansion is a critical 
need, sheriff says

Citizens frustrated by 
lack of communication

Please see JAIL, A9

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Commu-
nication between elect-
ed and appointed local 
officials and the citizens 
they serve is the key to 
good government, say 
representatives of the 
Rabun County Coalition 
For Good Government.

And it’s the lack of 
communication that has 
the non-partisan group 
of concerned citizens 
frustrated to the point 

they’re considering ask-
ing voters to give the up-
coming Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
referendum a big thumbs 
down.

 “The cities and the 
county don’t communi-
cate with each other well, 
and they don’t commu-
nicate with the public 
well” said Bill Stueck, a 
Democrat and member of 
the coalition

“As a whole, our group 
is undecided (on a new 

SPLOST),” added Car-
olee Williams, a Rabun 
County Republican. 
“We’re optimistic that 
things can change, but 
we want to see the com-
munication. That, to us, 
is the biggest thing we’re 
upset about. We’re all 
here because we want the 
community to be success-
ful. And (local govern-
ment officials) take it as a 
personal affront to them, 

Please see SPLOST, A9

Clayton council
votes 3-2 to hire
consultant group

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

CLAYTON—The Clayton City Council approved a 
motion to use TSW Group for creating a master plan 
for the City of Clayton Tuesday. 

The group presented a proposal for purposes of 
master planning at about $48,000. 

Council member Elizabeth Chapman said some of 
the council members did not get an opportunity to 
meet with TSW Group and that the policy of the coun-
cil is to get three bids if the amount is over $1,000. 

“I think we should honor our policy of getting 3 bids 
and see if we can negotiate the price of it,” said Chap-
man. She proposed tabling the item until they have 
a chance to meet and consider other bids and price 
negotiations. 

Mayor Jordan Green said that he has given a report 
from TSW to all of the council members and that they 

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

RABUN GAP— The Development Authority of 
Rabun County (DARC) gave updates on the budget, as 
well as activities both pending and completed at their 
meeting recently. 

The financial and marketing reports were also giv-
en at the meeting. 

The DARC total account balance as of Jan. 31 was 
just over $2 million. The balance increased by just 
over $65,000 from Dec.31. This includes a reserve 
account and other expense accounts, including the 

DARC gives budget update
Please see CLAYTON, A2

Please see DARC, A8
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JOIN THE 
2020 CENSUS TEAM

APPLY ONLINE!
2020 census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs provide:

Great pay

Flexible hours

Paid mileage

Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call

1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service:

1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII

www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The League of Women Voters of Rabun County and 
The Clayton Tribune will host a public forum on the 
upcoming Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) February 28 at the Rabun County Court-
house at 6:30 p.m.

Representatives from county and municipal gov-
ernments, as well as other interested parties, have 
been invited to discuss the upcoming SPLOST vote on 
March 21.

A SPLOST is special-purpose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for funding capital outlay 
projects. It is an optional one-percent sales tax levied 
by any county for the purpose of funding the building 
of parks, schools, roads, and other public facilities.

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
An additional 60 beds will be added to the Rabun County Jail from SPLOST funds if voters approve a continuation of the one percent sales 
tax next month.

As far as the sher-
iff’s office, Nichols said 
there are moisture and 
plumbing issues as well 
as a lack of space. The 
office has been located 
in the courthouse in 
Clayton for many years, 
but Nichols said the time 
has come to consolidate 
services at a new facility 
that will also be close to 
the jail.

A 2018 report by the 
Georgia Sheriff’s As-
sociation indicates the 
county will eventually 
need 240 beds to meet 
projected inmate needs 
through 2040.

Nichols said the 
SPLOST, if approved, 
would only provide 
funding for about 60 of 
the needed beds, but it’s a 
good start.

“It’s a great facility,” 
Nichols said of the cur-
rent jail facility, which 
was first populated in 
2005. “The commis-
sioners at the time, and 
Sheriff (Don) Page had 
the vision to cast ahead 
to make this jail where 
it would be easy to add 
on to. Here we are 13-14 
years later, and we’re 
looking at having to 
expand. We’re at the 
point we’re running over 
capacity a little bit.”

Nichols said several 
factors have created the 
need for a jail expansion, 
but housing out-of-coun-
ty prisoners is not one of 
them.

“Every inmate we have 
is a Rabun County in-
mate,” he said. “We have 
probably a handful of 
other county’s inmates, 
but what we’ve done is 
switch one of ours for one 
of theirs.”

Nichols said when the 
current jail was first 

built, there was excess 
capacity to house in-
mates from outside the 
county.

“I don’t know what the 
statistics would be, but 
the county at one time 
was making good money 
off that,” he said. “But 
after the first five years, 
other counties started 
building their new jails.”

Nichols said a new 
crime classification 
system implemented a 
couple of years ago, is 
playing a big part in the 
need for expansion.

“Some people told us 
(the current jail) would 
last us 20-30 years,” he 
said. “But several years 
ago, Gov. Deal did the 
criminal justice reform. 
That rescheduled a 
bunch of crimes, where 
what would have went to 
prison before, and been 
out of our county jail, are 
not being sent to prison, 
and are being dealt with 
at the county jail.

He used shoplifting as 
an example.

“Back before flat 
screen televisions got 
affordable, you could 
steal one and get a felony, 
and you would be going 
off to prison. Now you 
can take two or three flat 
screen tv’s and you’ll be 
sentenced to (county) jail. 
A lot of those laws that 
were once considered a 
felony are now misde-
meanors.”

Another factor is the 
increase in the number of 
females being arrested.

“It still shocks me, 
when I used to work at 
the jail (when it was lo-
cated at the courthouse), 
we might have had two or 
four (female) inmates at 
the most,” Nichols said. 
“We have a little over 30 
right now. We only had 
one pod of females for the 
longest time. We’ve ac-
tually had to house some 
of the male inmates out 
and we’ve had to make 

two pods for females. 
That was really where we 
were struggling to meet 
the standards, because 
we had so many, but we 
only had one pod.”

Nichols said his ad-
ministration might also 
be contributing to the 
shortage of bed space at 
the jail.

“A lot of people say the 
sheriff is really hard on 
drugs and that’s why, 
but the last two years 
of the former sheriff, 
(the jail population) was 
knocking on the door of 
the mid-90s. I think that 
trend was already start-
ing. I probably pushed 
it a little harder, but we 
were trending in that 
direction.”

The current jail was 
built so individual 
“pods” could be added to 
it at a later date.

“The existing kitchen, 
our laundry, our booking 
area, they’re saying we 
won’t have to add that 
in the new part. What 
we’re adding can sustain 
itself.”

Nichols said the pro-
posed expansion would 
add four pods with about 
60 beds total and one rec 
room.

“To get (our project-
ed need for beds) about 
halfway, I think is a 
good start,” he added. 
“Ten years from now, 
if they have to add on 
again, it shouldn’t be 
a problem. And if we 
get to a point we’re not 
using a pod, we’re not 
using two pods, we can 
cut the power and water 
off to them by flipping a 
switch.”

As for a new sheriff’s 
office, Nichols said his 
department has been 
housed in the basement 
of the courthouse since 
the late 1960’s, and the 
jail was also housed 
there before it was 
eventually moved to its 
current location.

“A building this age 
has its issues, and of 
course the sheriff’s of-
fice has grown,” Nichols 
said. “We’ve outgrown 
where we are now. We’re 
split up on different lev-
els, and we’re away from 
the jail. As the sheriff, 
I’d like to be closer to the 
jail than what we are. 
We just feel so discon-
nected from the jail with 
them out there and we 
being downtown.”

The current office 
space also has a number 
of structural issues, 
according to Nichols.

“We have leaky ceil-
ing, leaky floors,” he 
said. “We have one room 
with mold issues. Sev-
eral of the investigators 
started getting sick with 
respiratory problems. 
We just need more room. 
And it would be nice to 
all be together on one 
level, the investigators 
and the deputies. With 
all the training we do, 
we really don’t have a 
room that can accommo-
date all of us.”

Nichols said the 
funds generated by the 
SPLOST are needed to 
upgrade both facilities. 
Otherwise, the entire 
cost of the projects could 
potentially be shoul-
dered by Rabun County 
taxpayers alone.

“Both of them could 
be built off this SPLOST 
tax, and keep the burden 
off the taxpayers,” he 
said. “I don’t want my 
taxes going up, either. I 
just encourage everyone, 
for the sake of the sher-
iff’s office, to vote yes 
on SPLOST, and if you 
have any questions or 
concerns, please reach 
out to me. Look at the 
jail study, see the needs 
and how everything was 
calculated, and make an 
informed decision that 
the SPLOST is probably 
the best way to fund 
these needs.” 

JAIL
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

that they’re not doing 
their job so we’re on their 
back. No. We just want to 
make sure everything is 
successful. We go to the 
meetings and we can’t 
even hear them. They 
won’t use their micro-
phones and they don’t put 
anything on the board.”

“In theory, we’re in fa-
vor of it,” Stueck said. “In 
fact, none of us have ever 
voted against a SPLOST 
in our lives. But we feel 
the way SPLOST is being 
handled is a symptom of 
a much larger problem, 
which also relates to SDS 
and the water and sewer 
stalemate.”

They say a lack of 
communication about 
the upcoming SPLOST 
projects and how the 
funds generated by the 
continuation of a one-
cent sales tax will be 
used to benefit taxpayers 
is so glaring that voters 
might want to reject the 
proposed SPLOST for 
now as a wake-up call for 
local government.

“If you look at the 
ballot, it’s the most basic, 
generic information 
that tells you nothing,” 
Williams said. “The 
average voter won’t know 
what they’re voting on, 
unless they take it upon 
themselves to look it up. 
It’s a little tough to get 
that information. I think 
they should have either 
published it or in their 
last meeting, put up a vi-
sual saying ‘here’s where 
we’re at, and this is why 
we need the jail and 
this is why we need the 
sheriff’s office’ and break 
it down.”

“It seems to me effec-
tive government is just 
as if you are running a 
business, you have to 
establish priorities,” 
Stueck said. “We want 
to know, why $4 million 
for a jail? Why a million 
dollars for a new sheriff’s 
office, when we have a 
lot of road issues, when 
we have water and sewer 
issues, and other stuff? 
We want to see what their 
logic is in why they chose 
these items and why they 
chose this amount of 
money. For example, my 
inclination is to say yes, 
there probably is a need 
for a jail expansion. But 
why $4 million instead of 
$2 million?”

“Our streets and 
sidewalks are crumbling 
around us,” Williams 
said. “We just need to 
understand their logic, 
their thinking, on what 
the priorities are.”

Stueck said the burden 
is on elected and appoint-
ed officials, not citizens 
groups, to effectively 
communicate about 
SPLOST projects.

“Citizens have busy 
lives,” he said. “They 
have families. They have 

jobs, they have all kinds 
of pressures. Govern-
ment has to make it easy. 
Now the government will 
come back and say, ‘well, 
we had a public meeting 
and it was announced 
in the newspaper. How 
many people attended 
the public meeting?’ 
Okay, fair point. But is 
that all you’re going to 
do? You’ve got to be more 
proactive if you’re going 
to be sensitive to how 
busy citizens are and how 
little time they can really 
afford to spend on these 
issues. You’ve got to be 
proactive in figuring out 
better ways to communi-
cate.”

Williams said come 
communities have im-
plemented an oversight 
committee that includes 
ordinary citizens to 
serve as a watchdog, “a 
SPLOST advisory board, 
or whatever you want to 
call it.”

“A citizens group that 
would be appointed by 
elected officials,” Stueck 
added. “They would mon-
itor the expenditures and 
how the expenditures 
correlate with what they 
said in the SPLOST, and 
communicate that with 
the public. The Alliance 
folks have done a little 
bit of research. There are 
other counties that are 
doing this kind of thing. 
And we think that’s a 
great idea.”

The group feels the 
upcoming Feb. 28 public 
forum on SPLOST at the 
courthouse is a positive 
step in the right direction 
toward better communi-
cation.

Representatives from 
county government and 
each of the municipali-
ties have been invited to 
attend and answer ques-
tions about the proposed 
projects the upcoming 
SPLOST will fund.

“This forum, I think, 
is imperative,” Williams 
said. “Anybody that 
wants any information 
(on SPLOST), this will 
determine, I think, the 
yes or no vote. An in-
formed citizen will see 
that they need the money, 
or they will see that these 
people don’t have their 
act together. How do we 
know they won’t go off 
on a tangent and spend 
money for something it’s 
not appropriated for?”

“You need forums 
like this because people 
don’t have a lot of time,” 
Stueck said. “Nothing 
is perfect, but this is as 
close, I think, to some-
thing you can realisti-
cally expect citizens to 
attend to help them make 
up their minds.”

“We want them to suc-
ceed,” Williams added. 
“We don’t want them to 
fail. We know there is 
money that needs to go 
into specific projects. 
But where are their 
priorities? They need to 
work on their communi-
cation.”

Officials invited to 
take part in SPLOST 
forum Feb. 28

SPLOST
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On March 19, Rabun 
County voters will go to the 
polls to decide whether or 
not to approve a $20 million 
Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Tax (SPLOST) for a peri-
od of six years to fund public 
projects in both the county 
and each municipality.

Early voting begins Feb. 
25.

According to the inter-
governmental agreement 
between all local govern-
ments, the money will be 
distributed as follows:

County Projects:  $15.5 
million

County Projects
Sheriff’s Building: $1 

million
Administration/Court-

house: $3 million
Jail: $4 million
Water and Sewer: $5 

million
Roads and bridges: $2.5 

million
Clayton Projects
Roads and Streets: $1.5 

million
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $500,000
City Hall Maintenance 

and Repair: $240, 000
Public Safety: $60,000
Total: $2.3 million
Dillard Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$170,000
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $170,000
City Complex Renova-

tions: $100,000

Total: $440,000
Sky Valley Projects
Buildings: $50,000
Equipment: $100,000
Roads and Streets: 

$240,000
Total: $390,000
Mountain City Projects
City Complex Renova-

tions: $310,000
Roads and Bridges: 

$250,000
Public Safety: $90,000
Total: $650,000
Tiger Projects
Roads and Bridges: 

$350,000
Parks and Recreation: 

$150,000
Total: $500,000
Tallulah Falls Projects
Water and Sewer Improve-

ments: $120,000
Roads and Bridges: $50,000
Public Buildings: $50,000
Total: $220,000

Projects to be funded by upcoming SPLOST

Beginning in March, 
UGA Cooperative Exten-
sion will be offering a Mas-
ter Gardener Certification 
Course at the Habersham 
County Extension Office in 
Clarkesville, GA to recruit 
volunteers for our Head-
waters Master Gardener 
group.  The Headwaters 
group features volunteers 
from Habersham, White, 
Rabun, and Stephens 
counties.  This is a 12-week 
program hosted at the 
Habersham County Ex-
tension office on Tuesday 
mornings from 8:30-noon.  

Each week you’ll receive 
instruction from UGA Ex-
tension Specialists, County 
Agents, and Master 
Gardeners on a variety of 
topics. All interns accept-
ed to the program must 
complete a background 
screening to become a 
volunteer with UGA.  

 If you would like to sign 
up, or if you have addition-
al questions, please email 
stevep@uga.edu.  The 
course runs from 3/5 to 
5/28 on Tuesdays from 8:30 
– noon.

Master Gardern class begins in March

http://www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
mailto:stevep@uga.edu



